








Steven Gould House

3.7 Sub-Area 7: Alexandra Road West to Farnborough Road (Between Cross Street and
Guildford Rd West)

3.7.1 This section of the Conservation Area follows the triangular road alignment produces by the
convergence of Guildford Road West and Cross Street as they extend west towards
Farnborough Road. This results in a stepped pattern of development on the south side of
Guidford Road West characterised by pairs and terraces of modest cottages and some later
infill properties. Notable examples are Nos 11-13 which have the characteristic decorative
barge boarded gables and the unusual blue brickwork of nos. 27 and 29.

Stepped building line of Guildford Road West
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3.7.2 Thenorth side of Cross street features varied architectural styles from some of the older and
much-altered cottages at the eastern end, through modest red brick villas, a property at
No.16 with a distinctive arched carriage door, and the well detailed modern pairs of houses
to the west of the entrance to Hawthorn Court. The short section of Osborne Road which
joins the two streets contains, on the east side, the development formed by conversion of
a former print works, two other houses and the corner shop building at the angle of
Guildford Road West.

Cross Street North Side

3.7.3 On the west side and forming the tip of the triangle is Ettrick Court, two terraces of 1970s
three-storey townhouses facing into a concrete parking area. A further example of
development on the site of a single large villa which once faced west across the common.
This development is not considered to be of architectural or historic interest and should no
longer fall within the conservation area. Within the small street block are significant street
trees on the Osborne Road side and a significant tree group on the grassed area marking the
truncated end of Guildford Road West which will be surveyed for TPO designation in the
event of a boundary change in the vicinity.
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3.8
3.8.1

Trees at the end of Guildford Road West
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Ettrick Court and Osborne Road

Sub-Area 8: North of Guildford Road West/Reading Road

The northernmost section of the main Conservation Area comprises land to the west of the
listed Old Town Hall building bounded by the angled Guildford Road West and Farnborough
Road, extending to include a group of properties on the north side of Reading Road. In its
original developed state, this part of the Conservation Area contained six substantial
individual villas, which like those to the south, had their main aspect and views across the
common to the west, together with an attractive group of inter-war villas on the north side
of Reading Road and a group of houses on the south side adjacent to the Town Hall.
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3.8.2

3.8.3

Reading Road 1925

Each of the six villas had separate coach houses to the rear. Going from south to north the
first occupied the triangular site to the north of Ettrick Court. It has been replaced by a
terrace of three storey town houses dating from the 1970s which, like Ettrick Court, display
no architectural or historic features which merit inclusion in the conservation area. Like
Ettrick Court there are significant trees of amenity value to the north of it which should be
assessed for TPO protection in the event of any boundary changes.

To the north, occupying the corner plot of Osborne Road and Guildford Road West is no.10
Guildford Road West ‘Grazeley Lodge’, the only one of the six villas surviving in anything like
its original form. It features red brickwork with contrasting string courses, and decorative
barge boarded gables. The coach house to the rear has been separated and adapted to use
as a veterinary practice.
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3.8.4 The plotimmediately to the north has been redeveloped with two blocks of late 20t Century
flats, Neelem Court and Kashmir Court. The plot to the north of this contains the mid 20t
Century telephone exchange building. Neither plot merits inclusion in the conservation area
by virtue of architectural or historic interest but like the surrounding plots they are screened
or bounded by significant trees of amenity value.

Telephone Exchange

3.4.9 The two northernmost villas, Farren House and Baveno House are retained but altered,
surrounded by, and forming the focus of a complex of residential care home flats. The three
substantial buildings added to the site ‘Farren Flats’ ‘Baveno Flats’ and 56A & 56B
Farnborough Road date from the 1970s and are of no architectural or historic significance.
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As with the other plots there are substantial mature trees screening the complex from
Farnborough Road. Whilst the two original houses are a significant presence they are
physically altered, and their context substantially changed other than that provided by the
mature screen. Subject to TPO protection being extended to the majority of suitable trees
on the site, retention of this complex within the conservation area may not be justifiable.

Farren House
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Architectural Detailing and Characteristic Features

Positive Features

Decorative Barge Boards; Stone Name plaques; Stone detailing;
Enclosed Decorative and Glazed Porches; Bay Windows; Street Trees
Tile hanging; White render; Red brick with contrasting string courses
Decorative Terracotta Ridge Tiles, Finials and String Courses

Arts and Crafts early 20t century architecture;

Early 20th century half timbering

Slate Roofs
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4.2

4.3

43.1

4.3.2

433

43.4

4.3.5

4.3.6

Detrimental Changes

Low quality and unsympathetic architecture in redevelopments and extensions
Poorly located and visible satellite dishes;

Lost boundary walls and hard surfaced parking on front gardens;

Painting of brickwork and masonry;

Poorly detailed and unsympathetic replacement windows and doors;
Inappropriate advertisements, signage and street furniture;

Loss of or inappropriate works to trees.

Building Materials

The most identifiable and characteristic building materials within the Conservation Area are
red brick with grey/blue slate or red clay tile roofs. Buff brickwork is used extensively as a
contrasting material in string courses and chimney stacks and as a principal wall material in
some larger houses.

Some larger buildings such as the former Town Hall and the Bank on Alexandra Road have
Bath Stone detailing. The hips and ridges of slate roofs are often picked out with contrasting
terracotta ridge tiles and decorative finials. The predominant orange/red brickwork
interspersed with white render, and 20" Century decorative timber and tile hanging unifies
groups of buildings in the wide and regular streets.

Some painting of brick elevations masks architectural detail, distorts the appearance of
buildings in their wider context and is not reversible. The regular punctuation of the
roofscape by pairs of tall, corbelled chimney stacks and the consistency of building frontages
as articulated by front garden walls are important in the wider context of the streets.

Decorative moulded brickwork and terracotta are employed extensively for architectural
embellishment. Used as individual key features or patterns, their uses include string and
eaves courses and prominent features such as bay windows and doors. Most houses have
double hung timber sash windows, although some properties have more ornate Edwardian
fenestration. The Domestic Revival and ‘Queen Anne’ architectural styles are usually
associated with casement openings often set within a mullion and transom frames. The use
of vertical tile hanging at first floor level is similarly a feature associated with the Domestic
Revival or ‘Arts & Crafts’ influence.

There is a notable survival of original timber panelled front doors and porches throughout
the Conservation Area and they are often elaborate and attractive.

Low boundary walls define the front gardens of most original properties in the area and are
an important part of its character. Some have been lost in order to provide frontage parking.
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5.1
511

5.1.2

5.13

514

5.15

5.2

5.21

5.2.2

5.2.3

5.2.4

Management Plan
General

The Management Plan outlines a positive strategy to address challenges and opportunities
identified in the appraisal.

The effect of incremental, small-scale change within a conservation area can be cumulatively
negative, particularly when involving the loss of key features such as chimneys, boundary
walls or traditional windows and doors. Incremental change is particularly difficult to
manage as it is not within the usual remit of the planning system without the imposition of
special controls. Proactive and positive encouragement to good stewardship by residents
and property owners can play a significant part in the preservation and enhancement of
local character.

The active management of small-scale change within the conservation area is the
responsibility of the people who live and work in that area. Community-led conservation
involves guiding positive change and positive regular maintenance. The owners of properties
within a conservation area are caretakers of local heritage for future generations, and
commitment to good conservation practice is vital for preserving and enhancing its
character and appearance.

Living in a well-maintained conservation area often increases property value and
appreciation, as well as the general desirability of the area and its community value.

Historic England, the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) and other
heritage bodies publish specialist guidance on the suitable maintenance and repair methods
for different historic buildings and buildings affecting conservation areas.

Design and Development Management

Some additional planning controls over development within conservation areas restrict
changes to external appearance and prevent buildings within a conservation area from being
demolished without planning permission. Further information is available in the Rushmoor
Conservation Area Overview document and on our website!. Permitted development rights
do however allow certain alterations without the need for planning permission. Many of
these alterations can have an unintended negative impact on the character or appearance
of an area.

Further protection of the key features of the conservation area can be accomplished by
introducing Article 4 direction restricting the exercise of some permitted development
rights. Such an order is already in place in respect of the Church Circle sub-area serving to
prevent inappropriate replacement windows and loss of chimneys and boundary walls.
Consideration will be given to extending similar Article 4 control over other parts of the
South Farnborough Conservation Area if expedient.

It is not the intention of conservation area designation to prevent new development or
adaptation and alteration to suit the needs of property owners. Instead, it puts in place a

! Available at: https://www.rushmoor.gov.uk/conservationareas
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5.2.5

5.3

process whereby any proposals are more thoroughly studied to ensure that the special
architectural and historic interest of the conservation area is protected and opportunities to
improve its character are identified.

In exercising its development management function and dealing with planning applications
for redevelopment and extensions within the South Farnborough Conservation Area the
Council will seek the following when applying Local Plan Policy DE1 Design in the built
environment.

e Sympathetic and compatible use of materials and architectural detailing using or
taking inspiration from the features identified at 4.1 including where appropriate:

e Respect for built form, building lines and patterns in the vicinity
e Detailing such as barge boarding, decorative brickwork and external porches
e Appropriate boundary treatments and parking arrangements

e Protection and enhancement of Street Trees and those within sites.

Proposed Boundary Changes

It is proposed that the following identified sections within the current Conservation Area
boundary, identified in the appraisal as having little or no intrinsic architectural or historic
interest or making little or no positive contribution to local character and appearance, are
removed from the South Farnborough Conservation Area.
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53.1

5.3.2

5.3.3

53.4

5.3.5

5.4
54.1

5.4.2

5.4.3

54.4

5.4.5

5.4.6

Industrial and commercial buildings between the Queens Hotel, Farnborough Road, Netley
Street and the rear boundaries of properties on the west side of Southampton Street.

Ettrick Court and the terrace between Osborne Road, Farnborough Road and Guildford
Road West.

The telephone exchange, Neelam Court and Kashmir Court south of Reading Road.
Farren House and Baveno House complex north of Reading Road.

All trees in the above areas to be surveyed and made subject to TPOs where appropriate
before boundary changes are affected.

Tree Protection

Trees in a conservation area that meet specified criteria? are protected by legislation
requiring the Council to be notified of any works to a tree.

Individual and groups of trees contribute significantly to the character and appearance of
the Conservation Area. Red and white horse chestnut trees are the main species lining the
avenues, with some beech and oak. Mature canopies frame the long street views that are a
characteristic of the Conservation Area. Without street trees, as for example Cross Street,
the rows of simple two storey houses and terraces lose their enclosure and visual balance.

Groups of trees in gardens and at the ends of truncated streets meeting Farnborough Road
supplement the contribution of the street trees. Significant groups include those in the
gardens and environs of Church Circle, the frontage to 13 Osborne Road, Stephen Gould
House on Southampton Street, and to the rear of St Marks’ Church.

There are some prominent specimen trees in the Conservation Area. These include those on
the periphery and rear gardens of houses backing onto the recreation ground; the horse
chestnut in front of St Albans House; and the trees formerly in the grounds of Tredenham
House behind the parade of shops fronting Alexandra Road.

The peripheral arrangement and compact spacing of properties around the street blocks
provide few views of the long narrow back gardens that are also characteristic of the area.
Many original larger houses and their grounds have been redeveloped with higher density
units.

The Osborne Road Recreation Ground is a public open space consistent with the planned
formality of the settlement. Based around a pre-existing heathland gravel pit it provides
rare views of the backs of surrounding houses and their gardens, in particular coach houses
linked by tall brick walls to the rear of Alexandra Road. The space is revealed unexpectedly
by a short tree lined gap in the Osborne Road frontage and is otherwise concealed by
surrounding houses.

2 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas#Protecting-trees-in-

conservation-areas
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5.4.7 Adjusting the boundaries of the conservation area would mean that some trees which are
currently protected would no longer be within the conservation area boundary. In order to
ensure that as a result valuable trees are not lost the Council’s Arboricultural Officer will
assess any trees affected and new TPO (Tree Preservation Orders) will be made and in place
before boundary changes are affected to ensure continued protection.
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Map 8. Locations for TPO assessment in connection with boundary changes
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5.5 Implementation and Monitoring

5.5.1 Progress on the implementation of the Management Plan and the extent to which planning
policies in the Local Plan are complied with or effective in protecting the character and
appearance of the conservation areas will be monitored through the Council’s Authority
Monitoring Report.

5.5.2 These assessments can be used to inform the Local Plan review. The character appraisal and
management plan can be subject to further periodic review.

6. Background Papers and Further Reading
e Jo Gosney — Farnborough Past 2001, Phillimore & Co.

Planning Appeal Decision RSH04739 - Adj 14 Church Circle. 15™ June 1987
APP/P1750/A/86/054001/P5

e Enforcement Appeal Decision 18/00070/CONSRYV — 14 Church Circle. 30" August 2018
APP/P1750/C/17/3183029 18/00070/CONSRV

e Article 4 Direction. Church Circle December 2019

e Statutory Listing NGR: SU8762456569 - GUILDFORD ROAD WEST 1. 5238 Farnborough
Farnborough Town Hall SU 85 SE 2/36 9.10.81 Il 2. 1897, by George Sherrin.
Symmetrical facade on prominent site at junction of roads, in the centre of Victorian

Farnborough, north of the Camp. 2 storeys; blank, 3 blank windows. Slate hipped
roofing, in diminishing courses, with large moulded and bracketed eaves cornice. Red
brick walling with Bath stone dressings, with first floor band, corner pilasters above the
band and quoins below, plinth. Centrepiece has eaves cornice carried over as an arch;
first floor window are strings of casements, ground floor are mullions/transoms within
arches. Wings in similar style.

e Scheduled Monument NGR: SU 86835 53435

Neolithic Bowl Barrow on the Cockadobby Hill Roundabout. Farnborough Road
List Entry Number: 1012638
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